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to call in the supernatural intervention. Lastly, there
are myths to justify the ritual and the ability of the
magician.
The occasions for magical performances are threats
of flood, drought and locust plagues. Whenever the
occasion arises, the people go to the district government
and appeal for magical help. By ancient tradition the
district magistrate was the magician of the people.
In case of flood, he would go to the river or lake to
demand the receding of the water by throwing his
official belongings into the water* In case of drought
he would issue an order to stop killing pigs and would
organize a parade with all the paraphernalia suggesting
rain, such as umbrellas and long boots. In case
of locust plagues he would parade with the idol of
luiwan.
The obligation of the magistrate to act as the district
magician and his efficiency in this role, is explained by
the following myth. About a mile outside the north
gate of the city of Wukiang, the headquarters of the
district, there is a temple worshipping the god called
Chang Ta Ti (Chang the Big Emperor), whose birth-
day is on the 8th of the 2nd month (IX-a), According
to the belief of the people he was a magistrate of the
district at a remote historical period. During his term
of office there was a threat of flood from continuous
heavy rain and the overflow of the water in the lake.
Going to the lake, he commanded the water to recede
at once, and threw his shoes, his clothes, and his official
jade girdle one after another into the water. But the
water still overflowed, and rain continued to fall. At
last, he threw himself into the water* The mentce
was conquered* At the present time, it is said that
whenever there is a threat of flood in the district

